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The end of the year is the perfect time 
to reflect and thank all of our support-
ers, rescuers and fosters for helping 
us to make a difference in the lives of 
so many cats. Here we would like to 
feature just a few of those kittens’  
lives that you have helped us save.

Kitten 
Makeovers
Thank You for  
Helping Us To Help Them!

Oakley
Found with her eyes crusted shut, this darling girl’s adorable personality shone 
through from Day 1 and we were so glad to be able to help her. Antibiotics, food 
and lots of love helped Oakley blossom into this gorgeous and sweet kitten. 

by Nicola Macfarlane

(Continued on page 2)
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Olivia
Olivia, like her sister Oakley, was found in very bad condition by a kind person 
in South San Francisco who noticed these cuties in her back yard. They were 
severely underweight and sick with an upper respiratory infection. Medication, 
good food and lots of love in a foster home transformed this beauty into the happy 
and healthy kitten she is today.
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Redford
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Please consider a donation to support our lifesaving efforts.  
Visit our website at http://www.homelesscatnetwork.com/donations.html  

or use the envelope provided in this newsletter.

Redford was rescued with his siblings—
all of whom had a cold—but this poor 
guy was the sickest. Luckily his mom 
was caught and moved to the foster 
home with him. Redford spent a lot of 
time cuddled up to her while he recov-
ered from his infection. Being able to 
keep moms and young kittens together 
is something we like to do whenever we 
can, and Redford sure appreciated it!
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Volunteering at HCN’s Socialization Center has 
been a rewarding experience for me, but the 

greatest reward has been earning Ollie’s love. 

When I started volunteering in July, 2008, Ollie had 
come into the Center the month before. Ollie had been 
rescued from our Project Bay Cat colony when (I was 
told) he started approaching strangers for treats. 

I was drawn to Ollie’s handsome ginger-cat looks.  
But each time that I tried to pet his head, he flinched.  
I began singing “Hello Ollie” to him (with special  
lyrics), and he began to relax, slowly. 

Eventually I decided I needed to take him home, 
where he joined my wonderful kitties Lulu and Zoe 
(also adopted from HCN). They are now all best  
buddies, though it took a while for their friendships to 
develop. It also took a while for Ollie to stop flinching 
when I tried to pet his head. It took years longer for 
me to be able to hold him.

A few years ago, Ollie was diagnosed with hyper-
thyroidism and needed to leave home for about five 
days for radiation treatment. Once home, Ollie had to 
be isolated for about another week.When everything 
returned to normal, there was a remarkable change in 
Ollie’s behavior. It seemed like he understood he’d 
been helped and was even more gentle and loving than 
before.The most noticeable change came at bedtime. 
Ollie used to hop off of my bed when I turned off the 
light. After returning home, he started staying up near 
the pillows and would occasionally head-butt me  
during the night. When I’m reading in the mornings, 
Ollie is next to me, stretched out and relaxing—and 
getting some belly rubs and kisses on his head. 

It took a lot of patience and perhaps a dramatic health 
event, but Ollie and I have developed a special bond  
I never could have anticipated when we first met.  
Ollie is a very special kitty who gives me the gift of 
his love every day.

Ollie now sits with me while I read, 
getting belly rubs and head kisses.

Photo credit: Lois Peterson

by Lois Peterson

Ollie’s Love:
My Greatest Gift



At Homeless Cat Network, our lifesaving initiatives help  
cats while solving the root problems of feline homelessness. 
Our programs include:
•  Rescue, fostering and adoption efforts for socializable  

kittens and tame adults
• Trap-Neuter-Return program for community cats
•  Guidance & support for people who wish to help cats in need
• Responsible colony management

As an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit, no-kill rescue  
organization, our work is supported entirely by donations  
from caring people like you.

Your Kindness Helps!

WE CAN USE YOUR ENERGY AND ENTHUSIASM! 
Email us at volunteer@homelesscatnetwork.com for more 
information about:
  Foster—Please open your home to a cat or litter of kittens. 

Training and supplies are provided, and authorized veteri-
nary expenses are covered.

  Professional help—We’d love the help of veterinarians, 
vet techs, builders, public relations and marketing experts, 
and anyone with special talents!

  Cat rescuer—We’ll teach you how to humanely trap com-
munity cats. We’ll provide all supplies, and pay for spay/
neuter surgery and vaccinations.

  Colony feeder—Bring food and water to a colony of fixed 
homeless kitties who need your help to survive.

  Cat socializer—Help care for and socialize rescued cats at 
our Socialization Center for adult cats, or Kitten Kamp for 
fostered kittens ready to find a home.

   Events helper—If you love talking to people, help us 
communicate HCN’s mission and show kitties at public 
events throughout the year. 

  $25 Helping Hand buys food and litter to help supply  
a foster home

  $50 Supporting Friend pays for vaccinations and basic 
medications

   $100 Lifeline Support subsidizes the spay/neuter of  
community cats

  $250 Sustaining Supporter helps us provide veterinary 
care for rescued kittens and cats

  $500 Guardian Angel helps us sustain managed colonies 
and support the cats and kittens in our fostering program, 
Kitten Kamp, and the Socialization Center

  Other amount: $__________

How to Donate

HCN’s Tax ID: #94-3177950
Online: Go to www.homelesscatnetwork.com/donations.html 
to pay via PayPal or Network for Good

Amazon Wish List: On Amazon.com, go to Account & Lists > 
Find a List or Registry, and search for Homeless Cat Network.

You Can Volunteer!

www.HomelessCatNetwork.com  •  650-508-9013  •  info@HomelessCatNetwork.com

Adoption Fairs!
2nd Saturday, 12pm-3pm

Pet Food Express
261 Park Road, Burlingame

3rd Saturday, 12pm-3pm
Pet Food Express

990 El Camino Real, Belmont

VOLUNTEER & SUPPORT

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

Email address: ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Homeless Cat Network

To donate by credit card: Donation amount: _______________________

Name on card: _______________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________

Card number: ___________________________ Exp. date: ___________

Three digit code on the back of credit card: ________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 C
ar

ol
yn

 A
llm

ac
he

r



6

Thurston’s Odyssey
As told by Thurston through Judy Hnilo & Cookie McCrory

My name is Thurston, and my 
life has definitely been an odyssey— 
a very long journey home. 

It started in 2002, when I was a kitten 
found outdoors. I was rescued and 
went into foster care, and in 2004  
I moved to HCN’s Socialization 
Center. My human friends Cookie 
and Judy did everything they could 
to make me happy there. Though I 
was never aggressive with other cats, 
I was never really comfortable either. 
I really needed a home where I could 
be the only kitty. 

I thought I finally found my happy 
place when I was adopted by an  
English gentleman named Paul.  
For over six years, I lived in a nice, 
quiet home where I could just lay  
in the sunshine and be me. Paul was 
a great kitty dad, who showered me 
with love and understanding.
 
Then crisis struck: Paul had to have back surgery and unfortunately could no longer take care of me. 
With tears in his eyes, Paul returned me to the Socialization Center. At age 15, I was just getting too old 
for this. Again, Cookie and Judy did everything they could to make me comfortable. 

One day, the Socialization Center heard from a young man named Tyler who wanted to foster an older cat. 
Tyler had moved to the Bay Area from New York and missed his family cat. Tyler came to meet me and 
said he would like to foster me.

Like with Paul, Tyler and I had an understanding. My new home was quiet, and though I hid sometimes  
I knew that I was safe and loved. I would eat treats out of his hand, and things were going just fine.
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Clip Art Credit: https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/black-flying-airplane_810229.htm, Designed by Kreativkolors
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Meanwhile plans for my transportation were made. It was decided that Judy, Cookie, and I would fly into 
Cincinnati Airport, then drive to Lexington. Judy packed up my bed, bowls, toys, and food in a suitcase. 
With me in my carrier, we left on the midnight flight, which was good because it was very quiet. 

When the passengers around us were told of my new adventure, there were many smiles and feelings of 
happiness for me. I was a very good boy during the whole trip, and was very comfortable and slept most 
of the way on the seat next to Judy. 

In January of this year, Tyler 
sent Judy an e-mail that said, “Moving/
Thurston.” Judy’s heart sank until she 
read it—and it said, “Judy I have a new 
job in Lexington Kentucky and would 
it be okay if I adopted Thurston.” 

Of course it would be okay! Arrange-
ments were made for me to follow  
Tyler to Kentucky, using donated  
airline miles. My dear friend Cookie  
even fostered me temporarily to  
minimize disruption. 

Thurston’s story is a tribute to the time, care, and love HCN volunteers  
have for every cat in our care. We couldn’t do what we do without your donations!  

Thank you for your support.
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As we got off the airplane I said a very 
soft meow, as if to tell the flight crew 
“thank you.” We drove to Lexington and 
arrived at my new home. 

Tyler and I have gone from a small 
studio apartment to a large two-bedroom. 
One of those bedrooms is all mine, but  
I will share when we have company.  
I have lots of windows to look out of, 
with big trees that provide lots of birds 
for me to watch.

At last my odyssey is over.  
Thank you to Cookie and Judy, Paul  
and Tyler, and the many HCN volunteers 
I have known over these years. 



Give the Gift of our 2019 Calendar!

Get ready for the new year and 
support HCN’s kitties with our 

2019 wall calendar! Photographer and 
volunteer Carolyn Allmacher has taken 
her most beautiful shots of HCN’s  
kitties so you can enjoy unbearable 
cuteness every month of the year. 

The calendar costs $19.99 and can  
be ordered from our Café Press site.  
(See URL below.)

All proceeds go directly to fund HCN’s 
lifesaving work. 

Thank you for your support!

See the calendar and other great HCN items at our Café Press site:  
cafepress.com/homelesscatnetwork

PO BOX 6
SAN CARLOS, CA 94070
ADDRESS SERVICES REQUESTED

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
San Mateo, CA
Permit No. 842


