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6,074
Wow! That number represents
nearly all the community cats
HCN has spayed or neutered
from 2004 through 2020.
(We’ve likely missed a few.)
That’s an average of 357 cats
per year, or almost one cat
per day!
Each of those cats represents
hours of work by our volunteers, from rescue to return,
or fostering to adoption.
All the cats are spayed or
neutered, preventing unwanted kittens and the stress of
overpopulation.
Our rescue work continues,
despite the pandemic despite
increasing costs for spay/
neuter services. Please donate to help us continue our
lifesaving work.

Making a difference for community cats, thanks to your support!

Enrich Your Cat’s Life with These Tips
A happy indoor cat needs enriching activities without the many safety risks of
actually being outdoors. As we begin to venture outside again for work and play,
you can provide enrichment with these key strategies:

More height and space
Cats want to survey their
territory from a high vantage
point. Three ways to provide
that include:

• Place a cat tree four feet or

taller—taller is better!—ideally
in a sunny location where they
can watch the family in action,
or watch critters outside the
window.
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• Install shelves in a stair-step

pattern along the walls, which
they can scale to corner shelves
or other wide landing spots.

• Install a vertical post with

Bosley enjoys multiple trees in a sunny window of his home.

Appeal to their hunting instinct
Cats need to exercise their instincts even if all
they’re “chasing” is a feather toy. Two ways to
provide that are:

• Use puzzle feeders or other small items that can

hold food and place around the house to encourage
your cats to “hunt” for their food. You can make
your own by cutting small “kibble sized holes” in
small plastic containers.

• Play with your cat, dragging a mouse or letting it

hop like a bird. Important: Cats are sprinters, not
marathon runners. Do not play with your cat to
exhaustion. Let your cat catch the toy intermittently
and take a break to enjoy its prey.

Change it up!
Cats get bored with the same old things. Try these
tips to keep them active and engaged:

• Cycle through different toys: Put one toy out while
hiding the others. When your kitty gets bored, hide
that toy and bring out one of the other ones.

• Put out a roomy box or
Image credit: Homeless Cat Network

shelves that they can scale to
the top.

A food puzzle made from
a clear plastic lidded cup.
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bag for your kitty to hide
and play in. Cut a hole
for peeking out or poking at toys. Bored or worn
down? Recycle that box/
bag, put out a new one.

• Move the cat tree to a

different window or location once in a while, for a
new view of their world.

v
A happy indoor
cat needs enriching
activities, especially
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as their humans
spend more time
outside the home.
v
Move toys like prey for maximum interest.

Other Things Cats Love

• A “catio” enclosure is another way to provide safe

and ventilation, and it’s just as important for cats.
Let kitties enjoy fresh air through securely screened
windows and doors. Stronger screen material that
holds up to kitty claws is available.

• Provide heated beds for older cats, who often get

• Growing catnip or “cat grass” (wheat grass) lets
your kitty enjoy some healthy greens.

“kitty TV.” (Use good-quality birdseed, and clean the
bird feeder regularly to prevent disease.)

outdoor time. Even if you don’t have a lot of space you
can build a safe outdoor place for your cats to enjoy.
arthritis.

• Place a bird feeder outside a sunny window to be
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• COVID reminded us of the importance of fresh air

Phoebe plays in a paper grocery bag.

After playing with a toy in the box, this kitty took a nap.
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Ginger Cat Gucci Lands on the Lap
of His Forever Home By Shelley Frost
When an oversized orange cat
appeared at a colony, he reminded
us that rescuing and caring for cats
in need can happen only with the
hard work of dedicated volunteers.
Here’s how two HCN rescuers
saved his life.

to search for a cat to adopt. For
many years Leslie had provided a
home for undersocialized cats.
She also had a special place
in her heart for ginger-colored
cats, including her beloved
Raspberry, who had passed
away the previous November.
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Stephanie, a longtime HCN volunteer, had been caring for a colony
of cats in an industrial area since
2004. After many years of trap-neuter-return, the colony had just one
remaining cat. So imagine Stephanie’s surprise one evening when
she heard a faint meow, and a large,
fluffy, ginger cat casually stepped
toward her from a clump of bushes.
No one knows what such a friendly

The cat was clearly not shy, and
kitty like Gucci was doing living on his
seemed to be in good condition.
own outdoors.
Looking closer, however, Stephanie
noticed it was an unneutered male.
Inspired by the sign for a nearby
business, Stephanie gave the big
ginger cat his new name—Gucci.

Meanwhile, another longtime HCN
volunteer decided she was ready
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Stephanie took Gucci to be neutered right away and initially
brought him back to where she had
found him. But as the days passed,
Gucci’s friendly personality blossomed fully. That’s when Stephanie
reached out to HCN’s Socialization
Center. Gucci was brought in and
quickly charmed everyone with his
ability to leap onto tall furnishings
and chase toys across the floor.

For Leslie and Gucci, it was love at first
sight. Gucci’s days on the street are over!

When Leslie visited the Socialization Center, she admired
several kitties. But when Gucci
approached her with his tail
up, looking her straight in the
eye, Leslie knew she had found
her boy.
Their first 24 hours together in
Leslie’s home, Gucci was easy,
responsive and ever so sweet.
Leslie enjoyed watching him examine inanimate objects, looking
at them intently and reaching out
a paw tentatively. She also was
shocked that Gucci was able to
navigate to the top of a six-foottall armoire!
Leslie says, “Gucci is such a normal cat! At night he sleeps right
next to my pillow and during the
day he enjoys playing with his
‘noodle’ and watching the birds
on the patio.” And each morning
while Leslie enjoys her cup of
coffee, Gucci is there on her lap
in time for his first brushing of
the day.
With your generous support,
our volunteers can continue
to rescue cats like Gucci.
Please donate today!

Your Kindness Helps!
At Homeless Cat Network, our lifesaving initiatives
help cats while solving the root problems of feline
homelessness. Our programs include:
• Rescue, fostering and adoption efforts for socializable kittens and tame adults
• Trap-Neuter-Return program for community cats
• Guidance & support for people who wish to help
cats in need

• Responsible colony management
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As an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit, no-kill
rescue organization, our work is supported entirely by
donations from caring people like you.
 $50

Supporting Friend pays for vaccinations and
basic medications



$100 Lifeline Support subsidizes the spay/neuter
of community cats

 $250

Sustaining Supporter helps us provide
food to managed colonies and support the cats and
kittens in our shelter.



$500 Guardian Angel helps us provide veterinary
care for rescued kittens and cats.

 Other amount:

$__________

How to Donate
www.homelesscatnetwork.com/donations.html
Pay via PayPal or Network for Good

You Can Volunteer!
We can use your energy and enthusiasm!
Email us at volunteer@homelesscatnetwork.com for
more information about:
 Foster—Please

open your home to a cat or litter
of kittens. Training and supplies are provided, and
authorized veterinary expenses are covered.

 Professional

help—We’d love the help of veterinarians, vet techs, public relations and marketing
experts, and anyone with special talents!

Amazon Wish List:
On Amazon.com, go to Account & Lists > Find a List
or Registry, and search for Homeless Cat Network.

 Cat

HCN’s Tax ID: #94-3177950

 Colony

Contact
Email: info@homelesscatnetwork.com
Voicemail: 650-508-9013

www.homelesscatnetwork.com

rescuer—We’ll teach you how to humanely
trap community cats. We’ll provide all supplies,
and pay for spay/neuter surgeries.

feeder—Bring food and water to a colony
of fixed homeless kitties.

 Cat

socializer—Help care for and socialize
rescued cats at our Socialization Center or
Kitten Kamp.

 Social

Media—If you love connecting with people
online, help us communicate HCN’s mission and
promote adoptable cats on social media.

What it’s like to Foster Kitties for HCN
Two veteran fosterers tell all!
By Bob and Karen Mead
We started fostering for HCN in 2015,
several years after we had volunteered
at HCN’s Socialization Center when our
daughter was in high school. Over five
years, we welcomed 14 HCN kittens and
adult cats into our home.

This past year, with the COVID-19 restrictions, caring for and finding forever
homes, has been one of the most challenging and most rewarding experiences.
Our last litter of 3 kittens, Gino, Gwen
and Gigi, were all from the same colony,
and young, all under two pounds.
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The length of fostering time varies depending on the kitty and its needs. One
special-needs adult, Loki, stayed with
us for nearly a year! We also hosted a
special-needs foster kitty who needed
daily medication while her foster family
was away.

Karen works with kitten Gwen on lap time and snuggling

As a foster caregiver of young kittens, you maintain
and monitor eating habits, and track their weight. You
stay alert to changes in behavior, or physical injuries or ailments which may need medical attention.
Whenever there is an issue or concern, you have the
immediate support of the volunteers who manage the
fostering program.
Once the kittens attain a certain weight, HCN arranges spay/neuter appointments. We transport the kittens
to and from the clinic on their big day. We also monitor the kittens afterward to ensure smooth recovery.
Along with their health, going “hands on” with
kitten socialization is our highest priority. Our goal:
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Teach these kittens to be comfortable and trusting of
humans as they prepare to be adopted by their own
forever family.
The number-one request of prospective adopters is,
“I’d like a kitty who will cuddle, and keep me company...” With this in mind, one of our top priorities
is to spend a lot of time making sure our kittens are
comfortable being held and “cuddled” in our laps.
This doesn’t always happen naturally, as some kittens
are naturally fearful and cautious, and look for places
to hide where they feel safe.
With patience and persistence, these foster kitties also
provide the most reward. The turning point is when
they enthusiastically wait for your arrival, jump onto
your lap, rub their head against your chest and give
the loudest purr!

Activity and playtime is also important
when fostering. Feathers and ribbons on
sticks, balls, and soft fabric toys that can be
tossed and “fetched,” provide hours of entertainment and physical activity for kittens.

COVID-19 introduced another new fostering technique: adoption interviews via
Zoom! It worked great! Kittens that
might have acted shy in person behaved
naturally in front of the camera, helping
adopters see how the kittens would be in
their new home. Even the transfers were
distanced, exchanging the kittens in a carrier from our front door. All 5 kittens we
fostered last year have found wonderful
forever families!
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While we’ve been stuck at home during
the pandemic, we even trained Gigi and
Gwen to jump through a hoop! They eventually leaped a height of 20+ inches off the
ground! Anyone know when the circus is
coming to town?

Gino, Gwen, and Gigi started out shy, but thanks to Bob and Karen’s
socializing they turned into happy housecats!

HCN is great about managing vet care, and providing all necessary equipment to set up an environment that will ensure and
support the socialization and well being of your foster kitties.
When we pack up goodies for the adopting families, I always
include their sleeping blanket/towel, a favorite toy, a bit of
“used” litter to orient them to their new box, and a couple of
days’ supply of food. It all helps the kittens transition to a new
home and environment.
Image credit: Bob Mead

If you’ve considered becoming a foster family, we would
definitely encourage you to do so. There is always a tug at the
heartstrings, but it’s always outweighed by knowing your kitty
is placed with a wonderful forever family. We love getting
photos and updates from adopters to know everything is fine
and going great!
What did your cat learn during the pandemic? Gigi
(shown) and Gwen learned how to jump through a hoop!

Fostering kitties is fulfilling and fun! We can always use more foster homes.
If you have space in your home and your heart for socializing kitties, please email us at
info@homelesscatnetwork.com for more information.
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It’s Kitten Season! Please Help with
Food, Litter and Vet Costs
As you read this, kittens are being born all over
San Mateo County. Our volunteers are working hard to
rescue them, and place them in foster homes where they
can be socialized and adopted out.
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Please help us get through kitten season by donating to
help with food, litter, and veterinary costs. Prices for
everything have risen so your help is needed more than
ever. In particular, our vet costs have risen because many
low-cost spay/neuter clinics are severely constrained.

Want to help? Donate much-needed supplies via our
Amazon Wish List (search for “Homeless Cat Network”)
or visit www.homelesscatnetwork.com/donations.html
for more information. Thank you!
Illustrations credit: www.Vecteezy.com

